weeks. " Come along to company headquarters/'
I said to Felipe, " the others are already waiting
there." I knew every inch of the road for having
taken it regularly two or three times a day ; we
were enveloped in darkness and the enemy was
quiet.

As we were climbing out of the trench, a bullet
came whistling over my head. At the same moment
I was seized by an almost panic fear such as I had
not known all these months. " Not now/5 the
words went thudding through my head. " Not
now, on these last five hundred metres, as I am
about to go on leave." Only Felipe was walking
beside me. I am sure that if he had not been there
I would have covered the whole distance in one
headlong dash. Only the thought that Felipe must
on no account notice my fear held me back. When
finally I reached headquarters, it was several
minutes before I was able to give an order in a calm
and controlled voice.

Happy, but tired and hungry with marching, we
reached Madrid. Not until we had changed and
been debused and inoculated were we allowed to
go home. Half dazed we looked at the trams
going by and the traffic in the streets. I was won-
dering where I should get something to eat at that
time of day, when Magro Vacas flung his arm